
    

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Coordinators Comments: 
By Mona Bawgus 
 
Hello Master Gardeners: 
 
I can’t believe that summer is almost over.   But as 
I look back I see the many accomplishments that 
the master gardeners have achieved. The Demo 
garden is so beautiful and definitely a pleasure to 
see when   coming to work.  And I can’t forget 
about the front of the Extension office building.  
We now have a beautifully landscaped entrance.  
Both of these gardens are thriving and continue to 
show the expertise of the Master Gardeners as do 
all of our projects. 
 
I recently stopped by the Aquarium of Atlantic City 
and was amazed at the activity in the area.  The 
gardens were beautiful and there were so many 
visitors walking and lunching around the gardens.   
The Master Gardeners who have worked so hard 
should know that their many hours are being 
enjoyed by so many people.   
 
 
The 4H Fair was a success and thank you for the 
many hours manning the Fresh Produce that was 
donated from several Atlantic County Farmers.  
(See article on page 4).  I am beginning to prepare 
for the next Master Gardener Class so pass the 
word on to any interested gardeners.   
 
Anita and I appreciate every hour you have 
volunteered to make this program a success.  I 
look forward to the September Association 
meeting which is also our hour awards meeting.   
 
 

~Mona 

Important Dates 
 

August 23 Helpline Roundtable 10 AM 

 

September 6 MGA Meeting 12:30 

   Conference Room RCE Bldg 

  26 Linwood Arboretum Mtg  

6 P.M. at Arboretum 

  27  Helpline Roundtable 10AM 

   Conference Room RCE Bldg 

  28 4-H Fall Fest 10 AM – 5 PM at  

   4-H Fairgrounds  

October  5  RMGANJ Annual Conference 

11 MGA Meeting 12:30 

  Conference Room RCE Bldg 

Speaker on vermi-composting 
will follow meeting 

 18 Perennial Plant Conference 

  Swarthmore College 

24-25 Master Composter Class – 
Held at ACUA 

 25 Helpline Roundtable 10 AM 

  Conference Room RCE Bldg 
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ProjectProjectProjectProject    UpdatesUpdatesUpdatesUpdates    
 

Forsythe Wildlife Refuge – Bev Albertson, Chairperson 
Bearberry, eastern red cedar, wax myrtle, northern bayberry, 
groundsel, amsonia/blue star, ironweed aster and goldenrods 
are among the new plantings that were completed so far this 
year on this project.  When visiting the refuge folks will also find 
colorful additions of lupines and coreopsis throughout the 
gardens that have been sewn by master gardeners on this 
project each year.  Markers throughout the entire garden help 
identify the scientific and common names of plants along with 
the color brochure that was put together by master gardeners in 
the past.  Keep an eye out for an updated brochure in the future 
to include all new plantings. 
 
Upcoming for this project:  Fall plantings will include wild indigo, 
wild bergamot, horsemint, verbena, and inkberry.  Over the 
winter master gardeners plan on developing a PowerPoint 
presentation for use at the refuge. 

 
Volunteering for this project:  Rutgers Master Gardeners that 
wish to volunteer will begin meeting after Labor Day on 
Thursdays @ 10 a.m.  

 
 
 
Demo Garden – Located at Mays Landing Extension Office 
Ann Cinquina, Chairperson 
RMG volunteers have cleaned up the strawberry bed and removed weeds and all 
dead plant material.   Vegetables are still being harvested.  Check out the picture 
to the right of celery growing for the first time in the garden. A new vision for this 
project is to have a sturdy and visually pleasing gate.  Keep an eye out for RMG 
volunteer requests.  

 
Hope Community Garden – Sue Scarlett, Chairperson 
Sue is working with a wonderful group of plot owners who have removed kale and 
other vegetables that have not been doing well in the heat.  22 new hand weeding 
tools were purchased for this project.   
 

Galloway Library Butterfly Garden – Jesse Connor, Chairperson 
At this point in the season Rutgers Master Gardeners are making sure weeding is done regularly. 
 

Atlantic City Aquarium – John Collette, Chairperson 
Rutgers Master Gardeners are keeping up with general maintenance of the many garden areas and 
container plants.  Emails requesting volunteers are sent out weekly. 

 
 
 

Celery growing 

in demo garden 
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“Green Thumb” Articles  
 

Use the Green Thumb articles as resources 
for clients while volunteering for the help-
line. The articles are located in the “Green 
Thumbs” binder on the bookshelf in the 
help-line office. Listed below are some of 
the newer articles: 

 
Tomato Leaf Curling 

Grass Clippings 
Barley Straw 

Fruit Flies 

Helpline Roundtable Meetings 
 

September 27, October 25 
 

Meetings are held at 10AM here at the 
office to discuss what is currently going 
on in the helpline office. This is a great 
tool for those working the helpline.   

HelplineHelplineHelplineHelpline    
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Topics to look forward to when 
working the Help-Line: 

• Lawns 
o Summer Patch 
o Brown Patch 
o Green and False Kyllinga 

• Vegetables 
o Cucurbit Downy Mildew 
o Squash Bug 
o Phytophthora blight 
o White Speck 

• Landscape plants 
o Powdery Mildew  
o Bacteria Leaf Scorch 
o Oak Lace Bug 
o Fall Army Worm 
o Proper Pruning Times 

• Fruits 
o Black Rot on Grapes 
o Peach Tree Borer 

• Soil Tests 
o Kits $20  
o pH only - $2  - done here at 

office. Customer must bring a 
cup of soil to complete test. 

 

Asclepias         Asclepiadaceae 

milkweed, pleurisy root 
 

A young man approached a farmer.  “Excuse me, 

sir – I noticed you have some milkweed in the 

pasture.  May I pick it so I can collect some 

milk?”  The farmer laughed.  “Be my guest, son, 

but you can’t get milk from a milkweed plant.”  

But the young man was persistent, and sure 

enough, in a few hours he returned, carrying two 

large buckets of milk.  The next day the young 

man returned, having notice honeysuckle all over 

the farm.  “Son,” the farmer said, “you can’t get 

honey from a honeysuckle vine.” But the young 

man was persistent, and sure enough, in a few 

hours he returned, carrying two large pails of 

sweet honey.  The next day the young fellow 

returned.  “Excuse me, sir, but I noticed 

goldenrod in the next field, and – ““Hold on, son, 

let me get my coat.” 

 

This pleasantry was found by Charlotte 
McDowell [13] in the book Armitage’s Native 
Plants for North American Gardens by Allan 
M. Armitage.   

 

 
 
 
 
The Native Plant Society of New Jersey 
(NPSNJ) has had many requests for a list 
recommended trees for landscaping.  They now 
have lists available for: 

Small native trees for landscaping 
Large and small native trees for landscaping. 

 

You can locate these lists online at  
http://www.npsnj.org/pages/nativeplants_Plant_
Lists.html and in the helpline file drawer labeled 
“Trees” in the folder labeled “Trees for 
Landscaping.” 
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This year’s Rutgers Master Gardener Farm 
Stand at the 4H Fair was a great success.  
Thank you to all the Master Gardeners that 
braved the hot, humid weather as well as the 
thunder storms to help promote Jersey 
Fresh.  This year’s donations from Atlantic 
County Farms came from: 

 
Berenato Farms 

Columbia Fruit Farms 
Formisano Farms 

Glossy Fruit Farms 
Joe Donio Farms 
Marolda Farms 
Pineland Farms 

Wuillermin Farms 
 

People stopping at our table are still amazed 
and proud of the variety of produce that is 
grown in our county.    The donations were 
so appreciated and the proceeds will benefit 
the many projects in our county. 

 

Pics from Rick 

Do you know the 
difference between the 
male and female 
blossoms on a pumpkin 
plant??  Now you do.  
The top picture is the 
female and the right is 
the male. 

Despite Rick’s attempts to keep wildlife out of his melon 
patch, the deer found them too irresistible to stay out of the 
fenced area. He fixed the fencing, hoping this would allow 
him to save the untouched melons.   He goes back in to 
the patch several days later, picks up a great looking 
sample, only to find that the voles had gotten to the bottom 
of the fruit.  Oh, for the love of gardening!!! 

Pictures courtesy 

of Richard 

VanVranken, 

Atlantic County 

Agriculture Agent 
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Garden Garden Garden Garden Book ReviewsBook ReviewsBook ReviewsBook Reviews    
 
HORTUS MISCELLANEOUS:  A Gardener's Hodgepodge of 
Information and Instruction 
Author:  Lorene Edwards Forkner and Linda Plato, published 2007 
by Sasquatch Books   
ISBN 1-57061-485-7 
Recommended by:  Mary Alice Hecht [12] 
 
This book is nearly an almanac.  It has a variety of useful and often 
odd bits of information.  It details bacteria in the plant kingdom, 
plant sex (propagation), names top arboretums in U.S., offers 
information on how to make your own herbal bath from the garden, 
gives information on "companion planting" i.e., plants friendly to 
other plants in your garden, recommended strawberry varieties by 
region, pesto recipes to die for,  
and even a use for horsetail when brewed into a strong tea, cooled, 
and sprayed on plants that have mildew or fungus (who knew?)  
Just a fun gardener's book full of useful tidbits.  I enjoyed it. 

 
 
 

HOME GROUND, A Gardener’s Miscellany 
Author: Allen Lacy,  published by Ballantine Books, New York, 1984. 
ISBN: 0-345-32219-3 
Reviewed by:  Pat Kennedy [08] 
 

Allen Lacy offers his impressions of gardening as harvested from his 
experiences in Texas where he grew up to South Jersey where he 
lives now.  Divided into two sections, “Gardens, Wild & Tame” and 
“Pets, Peeves & Confessions,” Lacy’s passion for gardening is 
expressed in a lighthearted, down-to-earth informed manner.  This 
collection of essays runs the gamut from Abelia to zinnia with all the 
merits and flaws of garden aspirations from the Lacy point of view.  
One of my favorite passages addresses the domination of turf: 
 
 “...the world would be a better place for gardeners if Edwin 
Budding and Justus  Liebig, two nineteenth-century gentlemen 
with bright ideas, hadn’t let these ideas  loose in public.  Budding, 

an English engineer, invented the lawnmower, a device  to keep grass short.  Liebig, a German 
professor of science, invented chemical  fertilizer, a means to make it grow faster.” 
 
Allen Lacy wrote and/or edited ten books in addition to garden columns for the New York Times and 
the Wall Street Journal.  He taught philosophy at Stockton College and is presently curator of the 
Linwood Arboretum.  This book offers the gardener a comprehensive index of topics as well as an 
extensive appendix of resources which contains not only reference works, periodicals and further 
reading, but also organizations, public gardens and nurseries/seed houses to help you achieve those 
New Year’s resolutions for your garden.  
 

Garden Visitors 
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Photos and text by Mary McDermott 

Io Moth Caterpillar: 
This pretty caterpillar is the last instar larva of the io moth caterpillar; next 
stop: Mothhood. While cute, they pack an uncomfortable sting. I didn’t know 
that when I reached for it; luckily it decided to stay on the stone. The io 
moth, Automeris io  (Fabricius), is a colorful though short-lived North 
American moth. The io moth has a long list of host plants, with over 100 
recorded plant genera in North America, including such diverse plants as 
azaleas, blackberry, clover, cotton, current, hackberry, hibiscus, mesquite, 
palms, rear, redbud, roses and willows.  

 
Hardwood Stump Borer Beetle 
(Mallodon dasystomus) This guy can get up to 2” long. Native to the 
southern US, it likes dry upland hardwood forests, cut-over areas, or 
swamp areas with lots of small grubs and mosquito larvae. They are 
opportunistic predators, feeding on a variety of insects, particularly fond of 
ants and their larva. The bad news: While their larvae take 3 to 4 years to 
mature, they are living in (and damaging) the heartwood of trees including 
oak, magnolia, and sycamore. This one is on a banana tree leaf.  
 
Caterpillar Hunter Beetle, Fiery Hunter Beetle 
Calosoma scrutator (Fabricius).  This native cutie is another big beetle, and it’s a serious insect eater. 

True to its name, it eats caterpillars on the ground and up in plants. It also eats 
the Colorado potato beetle; larvae, pupae, and eggs of root maggots and flies; 
larvae of imported cabbage worm; diamondback moths; cutworm and cabbage 
loopers; aphids; asparagus beetles; slugs; flea beetles; and snails.  Even the 
larvae have large jaws and eat insects. Overwintering adults may live two to 
four years. You’ll find them around vegetable plants, as well as perennial beds 

and other permanent plantings.  
 
Wheel Bug 
Arilus cristatus) This very cool native is one of the biggest of the Assassin 
Bug family (at up to 1.5” long) and the only one in North America with the 
distinctive crest. These predators look for a wide variety of soft-bodied 
insects, from caterpillars and sawflies through aphids (and have been 
noted as preying on Japanese Beetles). Unfortunately, they may also feed 
on beneficial lady bugs and honey bees. Because most of their prey are 
pests, wheel bugs are generally considered beneficial garden insects. And 
while they are not aggressive, when harassed, their bite is considered more painful than a bee sting.  
 
 

Quiz: What is this one? Send your guesses (and any web links) to 
mcdmcn08@gmail.com.  
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NOTE:  According to the factsheet from the University of Florida, IFAS Extension, Homeowners should not 

attempt to shell or consume the cashew nut produced by cashew trees grown in the home landscape. The shell contains a 

reddish-brown, viscous, oily liquid composed of various phenolic lipids. This oil is poisonous and acts as a powerful 

vesicant, causing extensive blistering of the skin. Removal of the kernel from raw nuts requires special precautions and 

procedures.  Commercially, special equipment and roasting is used to remove most of these oils before shelling, thereby 

preventing contamination of the nut as it is processed. This should not be attempted at home, and certainly never indoors, 

because the oil is volatile and could cause severe lung damage. Even with commercially prepared cashew nuts there have 

been a few instances of dermatitis where fragments of shell remained in the packaged nuts. 

 

For more information visit:  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/HS/HS37700.pdf 

 

 

 

 

Who:  Elsa Sanchez – Class of 2012 
Where:  Costa Rica 
 

The Cashew Tree 
 

The cashew tree (Anacardium occidental) (see photo) is native to the northeastern region of 
Brazil between the Atlantic rainforest and the Amazon rainforest.  Today, however, the cashew 
tree can be found in all parts of the world.  I first encountered this tree during a recent trip to 
Costa Rica where I was introduced to the very interesting cashew apple, a unique pseudo fruit 
that was very juicy and very acerbic.  The cashew apple (see photo) was a pear-shaped, juicy, 
red, astringent surprise to which the better known cashew nut was attached.  The nut is the true 
fruit while the apple is a peduncle to which the nut is attached.  The cashew apple though not as 
well-known as the nut, has many uses.  It can be candied and eaten as a sweet or it can be 
preserved in syrup and used in cooking.  It can be made into liquor, such as feni, in India or it can 
be made into a wine.  Now when you think of the cashew, you will remember that it much more 
than just a nut. 
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Happy Birthday Master Gardeners!! 
 
September  
2     Gerel Pereborow 
24   Mary McDermott  
26   Mary Stecher 
30   Rachel Bogatin 
 

October 
13   Patty Dorr-Lewin 
28   Gail Fisher 
28   Nancy Jansen 


